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Daschle blocks bill on military voting

By Rowan Scarborough
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Senate Minority Leader Tom
Daschle is blocking passage of a
bill that would authorize polling
places on domestic military instal-
lations and ease the obstacles
some service members face in
absentee ballotling.

The Clinton administration also

opposes the bill, which the House

approved in a 297-114 bipartisan
vote Oct. 12. Many Republicans ac-
cuse Democrats of stopping the

Measure puts polling places on bases

bill as part of a larger strategy to
suppress the military vote, just as
the party did in Florida in chal-
lenging hundreds of overseas mili-
tary ballots.

Senate aides say Mr. Daschle,
South Dakota Democrat, placed a
“hold"” on the bill, a maneuver that
would kill the measure if the Sen-
ate does not vote before the cur-
rent session expires at year’s end.

“They're shutting down military

absentee ballots in Florida and
putting a hold that could have in-
creased the total number of people
who could have voted in this elec-
tion,” said Rep. Bill Thomas, Cali-
fornia Republican and the bill's
chief sponsor. "It would have been
a tot nicer if Daschle had coop-
erated and it would have moved
through both houses. . .. It’s a little
embarrassing. They are still stop-
ping this thing. Some people can't

be shamed into anything.”

A spokesman for Mr. Daschle
did not return a phone messdg
yesterday. v

Meanwhile, a federal appesal
court in Atlanta yesterday upheld
a lower court’s decisibn 1o reject
the effort by 13 Florida Demo-
cratic voters to nullify 2,400 absen-
tee ballots, mostly from military
personnel. Democrats hoped a fa-.
vorable court decision would tip
the presidential race to Vice Pres-

see MILITARY, page A12



DKIRKLAN
Washington Times Tuesday 12/12/2000 p. A1


From page Al

ident Al Gore. George W. Bush won
65 percent of overseas ballots
opened after the Nov. 7 Pres-
idential election in Florida. 3.

Mr. Thomas said his bill Would
legally authorize what séveral
commanders have done iff the
past: open polling places on re-
mote bases where it is difficult for
personnel and their families to get
1o the polls. Such a case exists in
his district at the desert-sur-
rounded Edwards Air Force Base,
he said. -

Mr. Thomas said his bill was
prompted by fears that the Pen.
tagon would more strictly enforce
its policy against polling places,
based in part on Civil War-era law.

Two days before the House
passed the bill, Defense art-
ment General Counsel Dou A
Dworkin strongly opposed it in a
lefter to Mr. Thomas, who is chair-
man of the House Administration
Committee.

-.*The Department has a long-
standing policy prohibiting the use
of military installations as poélling
sites for_elections,” Mr. Dworkin
wrote Oct. 10. “This policy is based
on sound public policy of main-
taining strict separation between
the military and the political pro-
cess. The policy of separating the
military and partisan politics is
critically irnportant to maintgining
public support for and confidence
in our armed forces, as well as
maintaining good order and disci-
pline within military ranks”’

e e ——————
The Clinton
administration also

opposes the bill, which

the House approved.
—————————

-Mr. Dworkin, quoting federal
law directly, said personnel face
criminal penalties if they “impose
of attempt to impose any reg-
ulation for conducting any general
or special election in a state, differ-
ent from those prescribed by law”
or “interfere in any manner with
an election officer’s discharge of
his duties.”

Mr. Thomas said his bill would
override the old law.

Glenn Flood, a Pentagon spokes-
man, said the department every
two years sends out directives, as
it did in December 1999 in prep-
aration for this year’s election, re-
minding commanders against al-
lowing campaign activities or
polling places on military bases.

“This time people actually
looked at that,” said Mr. Flood.
“People this year all of a sudden
TE%... ‘We've been breaiing the

He said a few reserve and Na-
tional Guard armories were used
in the last election as voting cen-
ters for the general public.

The Thomas bill states, in part,
that service secretaries “may
make a building located on a mili-
tary instailation under the juris.

. diction of the secretary available

for use as a polling place in any

federal, state or local election for
public office” .

Mr. Thomas and two other com-
mittee chairmen wrote to Defense
Secretary William S. Cohen on
Oct. 17 asking him to reconsider
the Pentagon's opposition. .

“We concluded that while the
provision cited by the general
counsel Wwas intended to prevent
intimidation of voters at polls by
the military, it does not prohibit
merely the location of a voting site
on DoD property,” said Mr. Thom-
as, House Armed Services Chair-
man Floyd D. Spence, South Caro-
lina Republican, and Veterans
Affairs Committee Chairman Bob
Stump, Arizona Republican.

A spokesman for Mr. Thomas
said the congressman has not re-
ceived a reply from Mr. Cohen.

Democrats were put on the de-
fensive during the Florida recount
when scores of party lawyers chal-

. lenged military absentee ballots

based on what Republicans con-

" sidered minor technicalities.

Service members have reacted
angrily in e-mai] exchanges, and
some retired officers have com-
plained to Mr. Cohen. The secre-
tary has ordered the Pentagon in-
spector general’s office to review
the entire process of processing
overseas ballots, some of which
lacked a postmarked date used by
some election boards to validate
the vote.

The Bush campaign actively
cultivated the votes of “service
members, promising to rebuild
what it considers a weakehed mili-

tary. T





